
Environmental Process 
Proposed Columbia-Rocky Ford 230 kV Transmission Line

PLANNING PHASE
Purpose 
& Need

Potential 
Routes

Alternative 
Routes

Public 
Outreach

Conceptual 
Design

Environmental 
Analysis

Preferred 
Alternative

Environmental 
Document

NEPA/SEPA 
Decision

Design Phase

Local and 
regional studies 
conclude new 
line is needed

Identify 
reasonable 
routes
Field review
Check for fatal 
flaws
Evaluate 
parameters

Social•	
Economic•	
Environmental•	

Three feasible 
routes
500-ft corridors 
along

Roads•	
Section lines•	
Existing •	
transmission

Issues and 
concerns of

Landowners•	
Agencies•	
Organizations•	
General public•	

NEPA lead 
agency
Probable permits

Determine:
Side of road•	
Approximate •	
pole locations
Probable access•	
Work-arounds•	

Data collection•	
GIS mapping•	
Data analysis•	
Technical •	
reports

Best 
combination of

Social•	
Economic•	
Environmental•	

NEPA 
Environmental 
Assessment
Proposed 
mitigation
Public comment 
period

NEPA FONSI 
(Finding of No 
Significant Impact)
SEPA DNS 
(Determination of 
Non-Significance)

or
EIS needed 
(Environmental 
Impact Statement)

DESIGN PHASE (Selected Route)

Field 
Studies

Aquatic 
Permits

Detailed 
Engineering

Construction 
Stormwater

Cultural Resources•	
Rare plants and animals•	
Wetlands•	

Wetlands•	
Water crossings•	
Floodplains•	
Mitigation•	

Pole locations•	
Access and staging•	
Permit requirements•	
NEPA/SEPA mitigation•	

Stormwater Pollution •	
Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Temporary Erosion and •	
Sediment Control Plans 
(TESC)

Cultural Resouces
Inadvertent •	
discovery
Human remains•	

Stormwater
Inspect Best •	
Management 
Practices 
(BMPs)
Measure water •	
quality

As Required  
by Permits

Wetlands•	
Water crossings•	

NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act
SEPA = Washington State Environmental Policy Act

CONSTRUCTION PHASE (Monitoring)
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